American Military Honours Service (Memorial Service at the Church)
Prior to the service, the flag is placed over the coffin.  Traditionally, nothing is placed on top of the flag.  After the Church service (and before consecration of the coffin), the Veteran representative takes the Chaplain's place, saying (address may be altered to suit circumstances): 

Introduction: If not already done, the Veteran representative should introduce himself.

On behalf of the American Ex-Servicemen's Association and the American Veterans in Australia, we extend our condolences and sympathy to the family of _____(name)______________.

"We are assembled here to pay tribute to one who served with us in defence of the United States of America and his/her adopted nation of Australia.  His/Her fellow service members know how well he/she served: how he/she served his fellow men on his return is known to the members of the American Ex-Servicemen’s Association, the RSL and his family and friends who mourn with me the passing of a loyal friend.


NAME, RANK and SERVICE NUMBER

________ enlisted in ________on ________at the age of ________.

      Add in summary of military experience and awards from the DD214 or other document.

He/She returned home to be discharged at the rank of ________ on the ________.  He was awarded the _____ medal for his service to the United States of America.

“We remember his/her many fine qualities and the happy times spent together.  As brother follows brother into the great beyond - we who are left close our ranks to carry on our tradition of unselfish service and to maintain the highest ideals of citizenship."

Poppy in hand. Speaker says: 

"They shall not grow old    
as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them     
nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them." 

All present repeat:

"We will remember them." 

followed by (Speaker holds up poppy): 

"The service of the day is over, and the hour has come for rest.

This blood red poppy - the traditional emblem of sacrifice,

The symbol of a life given for one's country - links us with ________.  It is a token of our affectionate and proud remembrance that we place it here in abiding memory."

The Speaker drops his poppy at the casket and motions ex-service personnel, family, and friends to file past the casket, each to drop a poppy. 

I now invite the immediate family, ex-service men and women and anyone else who wishes to demonstrate their remembrance of ________ to also lay a poppy. 

When complete, the Speaker says: "I ask you to please stand if you are able, and join me, reverently, in a silent tribute to our friend and colleague, ________________________." 

Members stand at attention with heads bowed. The silence is broken by the Taps. Taps is played. 

Speaker says:

"Lest We Forget".

Repeated by all present. 

Speaker asks mourners to be seated 

“We will now conclude this tribute with the presentation of the American Flag, fondly known as ‘Old Glory’ to _________, ________’s next of kin as a token of our respect.

The portion of the flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars representing states our veterans served in uniform. The canton field of blue dresses from left to right and is inverted only when draped as a pall on the casket of a veteran who has served our country honorably in uniform. 

In the Armed Forces of the United States, at the ceremony of retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold and kept under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our nation’s honored dead.  When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of the heavens and our national motto, ‘In God We Trust.’

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.”

Speaker calls the flag detail forward.  One at head, one at foot, and one at each side (if enough to do it).

1. Two Pallbearers remove the Flag from the casket, hold it taut and then fold the lower striped section of the Flag over the blue field – about ½ inch short of the top edge.

2. They then fold the lower striped section of the Flag over the blue field – again about ½ inch from the top edge.

3. The folded edge is then folded over to meet the lower open edge.

4. A triangular fold is then started by bringing the striped corner of the folded edge to the open edge.

5. The outer point is then turned inward, parallel with the open edge, to form a second triangle.

6. The triangular folding is continued until the entire length of the Flag is folded in this manner.

7. When the Flag is completely folded, only the blue field should be visible, and it should be folded in the triangular shape of a cocked hat.

(alt: fold the flag lengthwise twice as before.  The fold 2 inches of the short end up before starting the angular folds.  Stop folding 2 folds from the end.  The star end is then folded in a triangle back toward the other end and the remaining triangle piece is folded inside the trifold.)

Then, folder holds the flag, presenter salutes for 3 seconds; flag handed to presenter, folder salute for 3 seconds, and a service member or veteran of the deceased member’s service will present the flag to the NOK (or designee), where possible.

Presenter stands facing the flag recipient and hold the folded flag waist high, with the straight edge facing the recipient. On one knee, lean toward the flag recipient and solemnly present the flag to the recipient.

"On behalf of the President of the United States, (select service: the United States Army; the United States Marine Corps; the United States Navy; or the United States Air Force), and a grateful Nation, please accept this flag as a symbol of our appreciation for your loved one's honorable and faithful service." (per SecDef directive April 17, 2012)

Other appropriate remarks can be made by the presenter.

The detail files out to conclude the tribute.

Modified by Edward Bartosh, USA (Ret)

For _____________ – _____(date time)

where
_______ VIC 3____ (Melways p__  grid ____ )

Church/Funeral Parlour Phone   _____

US Flag Used to Cover a Casket or Coffin

It should be so placed that the star field is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. Nothing should be placed on top of the flag.
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corner of the folded edge to meet the open (top)

edge of the flag.
To properly fold the flag follow these.
directions:
s —
To begin, with one person at either end,
hold the flag waist high so that its surface Turn the outer (end) point inward, parallel to
is parallel to the ground. the open edge, to form a sccond triangle.

P ———

— L)

Fold the lower half of the stripe section Continue the triangular folding until che
lengthwise over the field of stass, holding entire lengeh of the flag is folded in this
the bottom and top edges securely. manner.

Told the flag again lengthwise, now with
the blue field on the outside.

When the flag is completely folded, only »
wriangular blue field of stars should be visible.
Nl b RENSES If a hem prorrudes beyond the blue field, it
should be neatly tucked inside the folds of
the flag 5o it does not show.

The folded flag is then presented to the next.
of kin,



 

Meaning of Flag Folding Program
The flag folding ceremony represents the same religious principles on which our great country was originally founded. 

The portion of the flag denoting honor is the canton of blue containing the stars representing states our veterans served in uniform. The canton field of blue dresses from left to right and is inverted only when draped as a pall on the casket of a veteran who has served our country honorably in uniform. 

In the Armed Forces of the United States, at the ceremony of retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold and kept under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our nation’s honored dead. The next morning it is brought out and, at the ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of the body. 

Symbols for the folds of the Flag

The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life

The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life.

The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks and who gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world. 

The fourth fold represents our weaker nature; for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance 

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right, but it is still our country, right or wrong.” 

The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic. 

The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor our mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day. 

The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood, for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded. 

The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since he or she was first born. 

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost. 

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, “In God We Trust.”

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers who served under General George Washington and the sailors and marines who served under Captain John Paul Jones who were followed by their comrades and shipmates in the Armed Forces of the United States, preserving for us the rights, privileges, and freedoms we enjoy today.

Origin of "Taps"

During the Civil War, in July 1862 when the Army of the Potomac was in camp, Brig. Gen. Daniel Butterfield summoned Pvt. Oliver Wilcox Norton, his brigade bugler, to his tent. Butterfield, who disliked the colorless "extinguish lights" call then in use, whistled a new tune and asked the bugler to sound it for him. After repeated trials and changing the time of some notes which were scribbled on the back of an envelope, the call was finally arranged to suit Gen. Butterfield and used for the first time that night. Pvt. Norton, who on several occasions, had sounded numerous new calls composed by his commander, recalled his experience of the origin of "Taps" years later: 

"One day in July 1862 when the Army of the Potomac was in camp at Harrison's Landing on the James River, Virginia, resting and recruiting from its losses in the seven days of battle before Richmond, Gen. Butterfield summoned the writer to his tent, and whistling some new tune, asked the bugler to sound it for him. This was done, not quite to his satisfaction at first, but after repeated trials, changing the time of some of the notes, which were scribbled on the back of an envelope, the call was finally arranged to suit the general. 

"He then ordered that it should be substituted in his brigade for the regulation "Taps" (extinguish lights) which was printed in the Tactics and used by the whole army. This was done for the first time that night. The next day buglers from nearby brigades came over to the camp of Butterfield's brigade to ask the meaning of this new call. They liked it, and copying the music, returned to their camps, but it was not until some time later, when generals of other commands had heard its melodious notes, that orders were issued, or permission given, to substitute it throughout the Army of the Potomac for the time-honored call which came down from West Point. 

In the western armies the regulation call was in use until the autumn of 1863. At that time the XI and XII Corps were detached from the Army of the Potomac and sent under command of Gen. Hooker to reinforce the Union Army at Chattanooga, Tenn. Through its use in these corps it became known in the western armies and was adopted by them. From that time, it became and remains to this day the official call for "Taps." It is printed in the present Tactics and is used throughout the U.S. Army, the National Guard, and all organizations of veteran soldiers. 

Gen. Butterfield, in composing this call and directing that it be used for "Taps" in his brigade, could not have foreseen its popularity and the use for another purpose into which it would grow. Today, whenever a man is buried with military honors anywhere in the United States, the ceremony is concluded by firing three volleys of musketry over the grave, and sounding with the trumpet or bugle "Put out the lights. Go to sleep"...There is something singularly beautiful and appropriate in the music of this wonderful call. Its strains are melancholy, yet full of rest and peace. Its echoes linger in the heart long after its tones have ceased to vibrate in the air." 

From the Arlington National Cemetery web site.

American Military Honours at a Funeral Service

Outline:

The American Flag is placed over the coffin before the coffin is brought into the church.  Normally performed after other services and before the commitment of the body and coffin.

The order in which it normally takes place is

Funeral Mass

Prayer after Communion

Eulogy / Reflection on his life (if there is one)

Military Honours

· Introduction

· Recitation of military service

· Recitation of AESA service

· Pledge to remember

· The Ode

· Introduction of the Poppy

· Placing of Poppies

Mourners are requested to stand, if able

· Playing of “Taps”

· Presentation of the flag to the Next of Kin.

Prayers of Commendation

Process out of the church

