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Robin with Pippa Diggle, c1959. Copyright Norman Parkinson Limited, courtesy Norman Parkinson Archive

Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening, into the house and gate of heaven, to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal light; no noise nor silence but one equal music; no fears nor hopes but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings but one equal eternity; in the habitations of thy Majesty and thy Glory, world without end. Amen.



St James Church Piccadilly London

2.30pm Thursday 13 January 2011

The service begins as a prayer and two of ‘The Sentences’ are said from the west end of the Church, after which you will be invited to stand. The anthem ‘Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts’ is sung as the coffin is borne into the church (Purcell).
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THE GREETING

We meet in the name of God: Creator, Redeemer and Holy Spirit. Grace and mercy be with you.

And also with you

Words of introduction are said

CONFESSION

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned

in thought, word and deed.

We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;

that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.

KYRIE ELEISON Sung

Cantor
When our life is at its strongest

All When the days are at their longest Cantor Kyrie eleison

All
Lord have mercy

Cantor
At the coming of the dawn

All
On the life that’s newly born

Cantor
Kyrie eleison

All
Lord have mercy

Cantor
At the turning of the tide

All
On life’s ocean deep and wide

Cantor
Kyrie eleison

All
Lord have mercy

Cantor
When our powers are nearly done

All At the setting of the sun Cantor Kyrie eleison

All
Lord have mercy


Cantor
When we come to breath our last

All When the gates of death are passed Cantor Kyrie eleison

All
Lord have mercy

THE ABSOLUTION; THE COLLECT

READING

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, 13:1-13

HYMN

Guide me, O thou great redeemer,

Pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but thou art mighty,

Hold me with thy powerful hand;

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven

Feed me till I want no more;

Feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain

Whence the healing stream doth flow;

Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through:

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer;

Be thou still my strength and shield;

Be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell's destruction

Land me safe on Canaan's side:

Songs of praises, songs of praises,

I will ever give to thee;

I will ever give to thee.

READINGS

The Confederate Soldier’s Prayer. Read by Barnaby Jago.

Followed by a reading ‘about New York’ as requested by Robin.

Read by Jason Gardiner.

HYMN

King of glory, King of peace,

I will love Thee;

And that love may never cease,

I will move Thee.

Thou hast granted my request,

Thou hast heard me;

Thou didst note my working breast,

Thou hast spared me.

Wherefore with my utmost art

I will sing Thee,

And the cream of all my heart

I will bring Thee.

Though my sins against me cried,

Thou alone didst clear me;

And alone, when they replied,

Thou didst hear me.

Seven whole days, not one in seven,

I will praise Thee;

In my heart, though not in Heaven,

I can raise Thee.

Small it is, in this poor sort

To enroll Thee:

E’en eternity’s too short

To extol Thee.

THE HOLY GOSPEL Please remain standing Luke, 8: 4-15

After the reading: This is the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you, O Christ

ADDRESS The Revd Donald Reeves

Exsultate, jubilate. Mozart (K.165). Sung by Elizabeth Lil.

THE PEACE

OFFERTORY HYMN

During which a collection is taken for the work of Amnesty

Love Divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down,

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

All thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesus, thou art all compassion,

Pure unbounded love thou art;

Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy grace receive;

Suddenly return, and never,

Never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,

Serve thee as thy hosts above,

Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,

Glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation

Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation,

Perfectly restored in thee,

Changed from glory into glory,

Till in heaven we take our place,

Till we cast our crowns before thee,

Lost in wonder, love, and praise!

It is our custom to gather fully around the altar for Holy Communion, forming a large circle which may be several rows deep. The gathering today enfolds both altar and coffin. As we gather, the anthem ‘ If ye love me, keep my commandments’ is sung (Tallis).

COMMUNION

All Christian people present are invited to receive Communion. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, simply indicate to the


priest. Those not wishing to receive either are still invited to join the gathered circle.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you

and also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give God thanks and praise

…sung, after the Cantor

Holy, holy, holy Lord.

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna,

Hosanna,

Hosanna in the highest.

…Cantor: Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died; Christ is risen;

Christ will come again

At the end of the Eucharistic prayer, after the Cantor, all sing:

Blessing and honour, Glory and power, Be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ

Though we are many, we are one body because we all share in one bread

After you have received Communion (or a blessing) please return to your seat.

COMMENDATION Please stand

The priest says these prayers

THE CONTAKION (from the Russian Liturgy)

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints: where sorrow and pain are no more; neither sighing, but life everlasting. You alone are immortal, the creator and maker of man; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to the earth we shall return; for you so ordained, saying ‘Dust you are, and to dust you shall return’; we shall all go down to the dust, and weeping over the grave, sing alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

(All) Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints: where sorrow and pain are no more; neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Into you hands, O Lord, our faithful creator and most loving redeemer, we commend your child Robin. For he is yours in death as in life. In your great mercy fulfil in him the purpose of your love; gather him to yourself in gentleness and peace, that, rejoicing in the light of your presence, he may enjoy that rest which you have prepared for all your faithful people; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Go forth from this world O Christian soul: in the love of God the Father  who created you, in the mercy of Jesus Christ  who redeemed you, in the power of the Holy Spirit  who strengthens you. May the heavenly host sustain you and the company of heaven enfold you. In communion with all the faithful, may you dwell this day in peace. Amen

(All) Robin, as God freely gave you to us, so we freely let you go. We thank you, O God, for his life, for every memory of love and joy, for every good deed done by him, and for all we shared with him. And with our love we continue to surround him. Amen

We remain standing as John Rutter’s ‘The Lord Bless and keep you’ is sung.
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HYMN

All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing Alleluia, alleluia.

Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, O praise God, O praise God,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,

Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise God, alleluia.

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice:



Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy God to hear, Alleluia, alleluia.

Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest us both warmth and light:

Dear mother earth, who day by day unfoldest blessings on our way, O praise God, alleluia.

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, let them his glory also show:

And all ye folk of tender heart,

forgiving others, take your part,

O sing ye alleluia.

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, praise God and on God cast your care:

[The coffin is borne out of the church to be taken for burial at Bredfield in Suffolk tomorrow. Please immediately join the procession as it passes, beginning from the front pews, to the hearse now waiting on Jermyn Street].

And thou, most kind and gentle death, waiting to hush our latest breath, O praise God, alleluia.

Thou leadest home the child of God, and Christ our Lord the way hath trod:

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him in humbleness; O praise God, alleluia.

Praise, the Creator, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One:

O Praise God, O praise God,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Once the hearse is ready to depart, final words of committal are said. The hearse departs.

You are invited to make your way to the Church Hall for refreshments. We regret that access is by stairs only. Either return into the church and follow directions or take the external stairs from Church Place which runs immediately behind the church.


St James’s is an inclusive Christian community, seeking to know God, follow Christ and change the world – starting with ourselves.

st-james-piccadilly.org

Officiant: Hugh Valentine hugh@st-james-piccadilly.org. Organist

· Director of Music: Malcolm Hicks. Soprano and Director of Congregational Music: Elizabeth Lil

